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BIG IDEA * Luke 6:45:  “For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.”

Digging Into the Word

1.  Heart issues
(Proverbs 4:23 Guard your heart above all else, for it is the wellspring of life.

(Deuteronomy 10:12 And now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul…

(Jeremiah 17:10 “I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve.”

(Luke 12:34 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

2.  Thoughts of purposes of the heart in Biblical terms

(Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

3.  Examples of heart issues that lead to sin
(Romans 12:19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord.

(Proverbs 29:25 Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe.

(Psalm 10:4 In his pride the wicked does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God.

(Psalm 56:3, 4,11 When I am afraid, I will trust in you.  In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I will not be afraid.  What can mortal man do to me?...in God I trust; I will not be afraid.  What can man do to me?

(Deuteronomy 7:25 The images of their gods you are to burn in the fire.  Do not covet the silver and gold on them, and do not take it for yourselves, or you will be ensnared by it, for it is detestable to the Lord your God.

(Ecclesiastes 4:4 And I saw that all labor and all achievement spring from man’s envy of his neighbor.  This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.

(Prov 10:12 Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all wrongs.

(James 3:14,16 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth…For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 

(Psalm 17:10 They close up their callous hearts, and their mouths speak with arrogance.

(Acts 5:17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy.

(1 Corinthians 3:1,3 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ…You are still worldly.  For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly?  Are you not acting like mere men?

(1 Cor 10:14 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry.

(Romans 3:14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”

APPLICATION
3.  Behavior change not tied to heart change
(Matthew 15:8 “These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.”

(Matthew 23:25-28 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.  Blind Pharisee!  First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean.  Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean.  In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.”

( Heart change
(Ezekiel 36:26 “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS
1.  Check your thoughts and attitudes in your heart toward correction and discipline
(Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
2.  Be filled with joy, hope, and courage in the Word to help you change
(Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.

(2 Peter 1:3-4 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.

(2 Chronicles 16:9 For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.

(Psalm 139:23-24 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

