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Digging Into the Word

SHAPING INFLUENCES
1.  God’s concern with shaping influences we provide for our children

(Genesis 18:19  For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just, so that the Lord will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him.
(Deuteronomy 6:6-9  These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.  
(Ephesians 6:4  Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.
(Colossians 3:21  Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.

[Note: 21. ( Ephesians 6:4 .) It is a different Greek verb, therefore translate here, "irritate not." By perpetual fault-finding "children" are "discouraged" or "disheartened." A broken-down spirit is fatal to youth [BENGEL].

The Message
Parents, don't come down too hard on your children or you'll crush their spirits.

New Living Translation
Fathers, don't aggravate your children. If you do, they will become discouraged and quit trying.

Also: do not “provoke”]

3.  Effects of shaping influences on children
(Proverbs 1:8-9 Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.  They will be a garland to grace your head and a chain to adorn your neck.
(Proverbs 3:1-2  My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity.
(Proverbs 23:19  Listen, my son, and be wise, and keep your heart on the right path.
(Proverbs 23:22  Listen to your father, who gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old.
(Prov 23:26  My son, give me your heart and let your eyes keep to my ways…
(Prov 29:21 If a man pampers his servant from youth, he will bring grief in the end.

GODWARD ORIENTATION

1.  The importance of the Godward orientation of your child’s heart (to determine how they will respond to life’s circumstances)
(Genesis 50:19-21  But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid.  Am I in the place of God?  You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.  So then, don’t be afraid.  I will provide for you and your children.”  And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.
(Psalm 10:1-11  Why, O Lord, do you stand far off?  Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?  In his arrogance the wicked man hunts down the weak, who are caught in the schemes he devises.  He boasts of the cravings of his heart; he blesses the greedy and reviles the Lord.  In his pride the wicked does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God.  His ways are always prosperous; he is haughty and your laws are far from him; he sneers at all his enemies.  He says to himself, “Nothing will shake me; I’ll always be happy and never have trouble.”  His mouth is full of curses and lies and threats; trouble and evil are under his tongue.  He lies in wait near the villages; from ambush he murders the innocent, watching in secret for his victims.  He lies in wait like a lion in cover; he lies in wait to catch the helpless; he catches the helpless and drags them off in his net.  His victims are crushed, they collapse; they fall under his strength.  He says to himself, “God has forgotten; he covers his face and never sees.”
(Psalm 14:1(1?)   The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”  They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good. 
(Prov 4:23  Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.
(Prov 9:7-10  “Whoever corrects a mocker invites insult; whoever rebukes a wicked man incurs abuse.  Do not rebuke a mocker or he will hate you; rebuke a wise man and he will love you.  Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”
(Mark 7:21-23  “For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly.  All these evils come from inside and make a man ‘unclean.’”

(Luke 6:45  “The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart.  For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.”

(Romans 1:21-25  For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.  Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.  They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the creator—who is forever praised.  Amen.

3.  Passages and illustrations that demonstrate the importance of providing good shaping influences in areas where you have some control and input; also of how the Godward orientation determines response to life

Examples:

A.  Eph 6:4  Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.
B.  1 Peter 2:13-23  Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.  For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.  Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.  Show proper respect to everyone: love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the King.  

Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.  For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God.  But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it?   But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before.  To this you were called,  because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.  “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”  When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.  Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.
C.  Psalm 3:1-6  O Lord, how many are my foes!  How many rise up against me!  Many are saying of me, “God will not deliver him.” But you are a shield around me, O Lord; you bestow glory on me and lift up my head.  To the Lord I cry aloud, and he answers me from his holy hill.  I lie down and sleep; I wake again, because the Lord sustains me.  I will not fear the tens of thousands drawn up against me on every side.
APPLICATION
2.  Understanding God’s sovereign control despite difficult shaping influences (Joseph)

(Gen 50:20 “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.”
5.  A grid through which to understand your child’s response to your direction and correction

(Prov 9:7-10  “Whoever corrects a mocker invites insult; whoever rebukes a wicked man incurs abuse.  Do not rebuke a mocker or he will hate you; rebuke a wise man and he will love you.  Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS
2.  A paradigm of the excellencies of God

(Psalm 145  1 I will exalt you,1 my God the King;2 I will praise your name3 for ever and ever. 2 Every day I will praise4 you and extol your name5 for ever and ever. 3 Great is the LORD6 and most worthy of praise;7 his greatness no one can fathom.8 4 One generation9 will commend your works to another; they will tell10 of your mighty acts.11 5 They will speak of the glorious splendor12 of your majesty, and I will meditate on your wonderful works.a
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13 6 They will tell14 of the power of your awesome works,15 and I will proclaim16 your great deeds.17 7 They will celebrate your abundant goodness18 and joyfully sing19 of your righteousness.20 8 The LORD is gracious and compassionate,21 slow to anger and rich in love.22 9 The LORD is good23 to all; he has compassion24 on all he has made. 10 All you have made will praise you,25 O LORD; your saints will extol26 you.27 11 They will tell of the glory of your kingdom28 and speak of your might,29 12so that all men may know of your mighty acts30 and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.31 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,32 and your dominion endures through all generations. The LORD is faithful33 to all his promises34 and loving toward all he has made.b 14 The LORD upholds35 all those who fall and lifts up all36 who are bowed down.37 15 The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food38 at the proper time. 16 You open your hand and satisfy the desires39 of every living thing. 17 The LORD is righteous40 in all his ways and loving toward all he has made.41 18 The LORD is near42 to all who call on him,43 to all who call on him in truth.19 He fulfills the desires44 of those who fear him;45 he hears their cry46 and saves them.47 20The LORD watches over48 all who love him,49 but all the wicked he will destroy.50 21 My mouth will speak51 in praise of the LORD. Let every creature52 praise his holy name53 for ever and ever.
